
 Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs 

  U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

  Washington, DC 20528 

July 10, 2023 

The Honorable Eleanor Holmes Norton 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC  20515 

Dear Congresswoman Holmes Norton: 

Thank you for your May 17, 2023, letter to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 

regarding federal government helicopters in the District of Columbia disabling their Extended 

Squitter Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast (ADS-B) transponders for flights.  I am 

responding on behalf of the Department. 

Under a Federal Aviation Administration waiver, all of U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection’s Air and Marine Operations flights in the National Capital Region (NCR) Special 

Flight Rules Area (SFRA) are ADS-B inhibited for a specific national security sensitive mission.  

Mission classifications are assigned and briefed to the crews at the local level regardless of 

flights inside or outside of the SFRA.  All flights within the NCR are under positive air traffic 

control.  

This in no way compromises flight safety.  The ADS-B transponder is not disabled; 

rather, only that portion of the signal that identifies the agency and other sensitive information 

that can be tracked by third parties is disabled.  Those portions of the signal that the FAA uses 

for tracking, identification, and altitude deconfliction are still transmitted and active, as is the 

onboard Traffic Collision Avoidance System. 

A separate response addressing U.S. Coast Guard helicopters will be provided by North 

American Aerospace Defense Command. 

Thank you again for your letter and your interest in this important issue.  Should you 

have additional questions, please contact the DHS Office of Legislative Affairs at (202) 447-

5890. 

Respectfully, 

Zephranie Buetow 

Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs 


