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THE JOINT STAFF
WASHINGTON, DC

8 June 2023

The Honorable Eleanor Holmes Norton
U.S. Houge of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Norton:

I am responding to your May 17, 2023 letter to the Secretary of Defense regarding
government helicopters in the District of Columbia disabling their Extended Squitter Automatic
Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast (ADS-B) transponders for flight. Please see our responses
below concerning ADS-B use in Army and Marine Corps rotary wing aircraft in the National
Capital Region (NCR):

1. The percentage of the agency’s helicopter flights in D.C. conducted with ADS-B
transponders disabled

Due to the sensitive nature of their missions supporting the movement of very important
persons (VIPs) in and around the NCR, the Army Aviation Brigade at Fort Belvoir and Marine
Helicopter Squadron One execute 100 percent of their missions with the ADS-B off.

2. The process used to determine whether a helicopter is performing a sensitive
government mission and therefore allowed to have its ADS-B transponder disabled,

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) issued an authorization under Title 14 of the
Code of Federal Regulations, part 91, section 225 for Department of Defense (DoD) aircraft
executing sensitive government missions to operate without transmitting the ADS-B. Sensitive
government missions involve one of the broad mission sets identified by the DoD): National
Defense/Security; and Defense Support of Civil Authorities. Under the National
Defense/Security mission set, DoD aircraft operate within the NCR with the ADS-B off to
preserve operational security associated with VIP movement. In accordance with the policies
and procedures established by the FAA, aircraft file Special Flight Rules Arca flight plans and
maintain two-way radio communication with Air Traffic Control. Additionally, any aircraft
operating under the FAA authorization must be equipped in a manner that allows it to be
interrogated by, and respond to interrogation from, FAA cooperative surveillance.

Thank you for your continued support for our Service members.

Sincerely,

Pohod X A trs

MICHAEL L. DOWNS
Major General, U.S, Air Force
Vice Director, Joint Staff
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